mstruction SYLLABICATION

Syllabication, or the breaking down of words into each uninterrupted unit of spoken language,
is often taught in such a fragmented manner in materials that students are unable to pull all
components together into a viable word analysis strategy. Research indicates that readers
generally use sounds to determine syllable division. If thisis the case, students must already
know what the strategies are intended to teach.

Students who need to use syllabication to decode words must be taught syllabication rules
holistically. When they apply basic rulesin steps, they begin to recognize patterns and break
down unknown words. Initially, the rules are applied to two-syllable rules. Once students learn
the patterns, the same rules are used to break down longer words.

Even those students who read words with ease in context generally improve spelling
accuracy if they become more cognizant of word structure and syllabication patterns.

STEP 1 — ASSURE THAT STUDENTS HAVE PREREQUISITE PHONICS SKILLS

Students should possess certain prerequisite skills and concepts before being taught the
syllabication rules. Frequently, it is necessary to review short and long vowels, as well as
prefixes/root words/suffixes, before proceeding with syllabication. You will see why as you
review the following foundation concepts.

» Each syllable must contain a sounded vowel. It can be a single vowel sound (iedesa) or
used with one or more consonant sounds (besgin).

» There are two kinds of syllables: open and closed. A closed syllable ends with a consonant
and the vowel is usually short (or a schwa). An open syllable ends with avowel that is
generally long (cloever, esvent). The vowel may be ay pronounced as/e/ (funeny) or
occasionally /i/ (myeself).

» Sincethefirst rule deals with dividing between root words and affixes, students must be
familiar with prefixes, suffixes, and root words.

» Digraphs, or two consonants that make a single sound (ch, sh, th, wh, ng, nk, ng, ck, ...),
cannot be divided (buckele, notheing, casheier, busheel, fursther).

* In some cases, blends are not divided (sescret, miegrate, zesbra). Do not preteach since
students discover this when identifying open vs. closed syllables.

STEP 2 — TEACH THE SYLLABICATION RULES AND APPLY IN ORDER

1. PREFIX/ROOT/SUFFIX — Check the word for prefixes and suffixes. The first step is to
divide between affixes and the root word because this rule overrides the others.

2. VC/CV - Check for multiple consonants between vowels. Divide between consonants.

3. V/CV or VC/V - If the word has one consonant between vowels, decide whether the
vowel before the consonant is short or long. If vowel is long, divide after the vowel
leaving an open syllable. Otherwise, divide after the consonant leaving a closed syllable.
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resource List | WO-SYLLABLE WORDS

P/R/S

Identify and remove

affixes.

arteist
besside
bigeger
bookslet
bossey
breatheless
bumpey
climbeing
cloud-less
counteless
creamsy
darkeness
deareest
disecount
endeless
farmeer
foolsish
friendely
gracesful
hoteter
itchey
joyeous
likeely
longeest
lovesly
loudeer
luckey
misespell
misetake
morneing
nonesense
paineless
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paysment
peaceeful
planteed
playeful
presview
quickely
realsly
respay
resteful
rosey
sadely
saltey
sleepey
sloweest
smalleer
smileing
softely
S0g-gy
stopeping
subeway
sweeteer
talleest
thankeful
thinkeing
thirstey
throweing
tracteor
treat'ment
trutheful
unefair
upeward
wanteed
warmeest
windey
wood+en

VC/CV

Divide between

consonants.

afster
apeple
balsloon
baseket
bliseter
blosessom
buneny
buteton
canedle
canedy
canevas
carerot
carstoon
catetle
chanenel
cof«fee
comemon
comepete
constest
cotston
curerent
denstist
dizezy
el*bow
enejoy
fanecy
fifsteen
folelow
foreget
funeny
genstle
gosesip
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hamester
hapepen
helslo
hurery
kiteten
leteter
letetuce
lumeber
matetress
monekey
monester
mufsfin
napekin
penccil
peneny
piceture
pisetol
plasstic
plensty
probelem
pupepy
pureple
rabebit
rubeber
scisesors
sigenal
Silely
siseter
subeject
sufefix
thuneder
turekey
winster
wisedom
woneder



resource List | WO-SYLLABLE WORDS

VeV mageic VICV masjor
First syllable closed maneage First syllable open mienor
(short) medeal (long) mostor
bodesy melson aspron mussic
botheer meteal basby nastion
buckeet mineute bascon nostion
cabein mod-el bassic o*bey
cameel moneey bassis osdor
chapeel nickeel besgin o*mit
Citey olsive casble o*pen
cleveer paneic cesment osval
clinsic pedeal closver pasper
closeet pitey crasdle pislot
colsumn plan-et desstroy posny
comeic pressent doenate pu-pil
copey profeit dusty raszor
credsit puneish easger reasson
deveil quiveer esqual rescess
drageon rapeid esven resgard
figeure relsish esvent ressist
fineish riveer fesmale rostate
foreest robein fesver ruemor
frageile salsad fienal sescret
graveel seveen flasvor sislent
habeit shiveer glosbal sisren
honeey shoveel hesro sosda
imeage studey hostel spisder
legeend timeid husman stuspid
lemeon topric husmor susper
leveel trageic istem tasble
liley traveel lasbel tieger
limeit tropeic lasbor tostal
lizeard viseit la=dy tusna
logeic wageon loecal vaspor
madsam wid-ow loscate zero
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